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FADE IN:

INT. RICK'S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Tight on TERRI as she lines up a shot with an airsoft
gun.  RICK stands facing her. He wears SAFETY GOGGLES.

RICK
Come on, already.

BEN stands next to Rick. He also wears safety goggles, 
and, over his pants, a CUP.

BEN
And aim low. No face shots.

TERRI
I’m aiming for the center button.

BEN
I’m wearing a T-shirt!

RICK
I’m wearing the button down.

She pulls the trigger and hits Rick in the stomach.

RICK
Ouch! I’m wearing the tweed jacket.

She shoots him again.

RICK
I’m wearing the flesh of my dead 
victims.

BEN
(laughing)

Stings, doesn’t it?

Terri shoots Ben in the stomach.

TERRI
New choice!

Ben winces and stammers. She points the gun threateningly 
at him.

TERRI
I said, new choice, Bitch.

Ben stammers more.



BEN
I can’t think.

As she pulls the trigger and Ben flinches, we... 

FREEZE FRAME:

OPENING CREDITS

INT. RICK'S APARTMENT - NIGHT

The group sits around the living room.  Terri still holds 
the airsoft gun.

TERRI
I have got to get me one of these.

Ben still wears the cup.

BEN
I can see how New Choice with a 
pellet gun can be funny, but 
wasn’t the goal for the bits to 
look painful, but not actually be 
painful?

RICK
It stung a bit, but I don’t even 
feel it anymore.

BEN
Really?! Mine feel like bee 
stings.

Terri shoots him. *

BEN *
Oww! Like gunshot wounds. *

She shoots again. *

BEN *
Like kisses from an angel. *

TERRI *
Not bad. You might get there. *

BEN
Give me the gun and I’ll show you 
how it feels.
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She aims the gun at her own stomach and pulls the trigger 
at point blank range, all while looking Ben right in the 
eyes. The shot doesn’t even register on her face.

TERRI
Happy? Now either grow a sack, or 
start auditioning for childrens’
theater.

RICK
It’s a good bit, just wear a 
heavier shirt next time. I think 
we’re ready.  We’ve got Ice on the 
Rocks, Flogging Good Time, Head in 
a Bucket, Strip Torture, and now 
New Choice with a Pellet Gun.

TERRI
We should close with Strip 
Torture.  It’s funny and if we do 
it in the middle of the show it’s 
going to be a problem getting 
dressed before the next bit 
starts.

BEN
I agree.  And as much as it pains 
me, literally, I think we should 
do Pellet Gun first.  

RICK
Yeah, it’s an attention grabber.

TERRI
We have a solid thirty minutes, 
where do we perform?

BEN
We can try to get some time at 
UCB.

TERRI
I don’t see those long form freaks 
going for this.

RICK
This is definitely aimed at a more 
general audience, not the improv 
hipster crowd.

BEN
You mean the lowest common 
denominator.
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RICK
The kind of people who enjoy fail 
videos.

TERRI
That screams comedy club to me.

BEN
Yeah but comedy clubs hate improv.

RICK
I think it’s our best shot at 
having a receptive audience.

TERRI
Improv theaters would hate this 
shit.

RICK
I’ll talk to Flappers and see what 
I can set up.

INT. COMEDY CLUB OFFICE - DAY

PAT, the manager of Flappers comedy gives a confused 
stare right into camera.

PAT
Improv? No. Improv sucks.

RICK
It’s a totally new thing.

PAT
Rick, I like you. You’re funny.  
You want to come in, do open mics
and work on your set, you’re 
always welcome, but no improv.

RICK
No, it’s not just improv.  Think 
Whose Line is it Anyway--

PAT
Improv.

RICK
Meets Jackass.

PAT
Video. We don’t do video or improv 
here.  We’re a comedy club.
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RICK
No, Pat, you’re not getting it. 
See, it’s improv kind of setups 
with funny, painful payoffs.

(using his hands)
See, it’s the two things together.

PAT
I don’t need performers getting 
hurt.  You know how much my 
insurance is already?

RICK
That’s the beauty. It looks 
painful but it’s not, mostly. *

PAT
(pointing at self)

You see this face? It looks 
painful, because you’re making my 
head hurt.

RICK
Pat?

PAT
No.

RICK
Fine, extreme improv is going to 
be huge. I’m going to find someone 
who sees it and will say yes.

MONTAGE OF NOs

Various shots of people saying “No!” Culminating in...

EXT. MIDDLE SCHOOL - DAY

Tight on a SNOTTY GIRL’s face.

SNOTTY GIRL 
Huh?!

Pull back to reveal two other girls flanking the Snotty 
Girl in front of a Middle School.

SNOTTY GIRL
Dude, this is a Middle School.

AIRHEAD GIRL
Duh!
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MEAN GIRL
Maybe he has Alzheimer's.

(to Rick)
Do you know where you live?

Rick is stunned and beaten down.

SNOTTY GIRL
He doesn’t have Alzheimer’s. He’s 
just totes creepy. *

The girls turn and walk away. Rick sighs.

INT. RICK'S APARTMENT - NIGHT

Rick flops into a chair defeated and exhausted. Ben and 
Terri are there.

BEN
A middle school? That’s weird.

TERRI
Duh.

RICK
They have a huge theater and I 
read that they don’t have an arts 
program anymore.

TERRI
Why didn’t you go to the office.

RICK
I just wanted some information. 
We’re totes outta luck. *

BEN
I can’t believe Pat. We took all 
those standup classes.

RICK
(imitating Pat)

Improv makes my brain hurt.

BEN
Maybe it was the way you 
approached it.

RICK
You think you can do better, have 
at it.
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INT. COMEDY CLUB OFFICE - DAY

From a distance Pat and Ben are talking at the box 
office.  This is from Rick’s POV. Ben and Pat shake 
hands, and Ben walks over to Rick.

BEN
Done deal.  Next Monday at 7:30 
and an open mic to follow.

Pat walks up.

RICK
How’d you do it?

PAT
He guaranteed me fifty people, two 
drink minimum.

BEN
And we get a tech guy and 
everything.

PAT
(calling off)

Alex, get in here.

ALEX, a geeky 17 yr old walk up.

ALEX
Yeah?

PAT
You’re running lights next Monday for 
their improv show and an open mic.

ALEX
I’m getting paid, right?

PAT
Yes, you’re getting paid.

RICK
When can we rehearse?

PAT
Rehearse?

RICK
We have to rehearse.
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PAT
This is why I hate improv. 
Standups rehearse at home in 
their bathroom mirror.

Pat wanders off muttering.

ALEX
I’m down. I love improv.

INT. COMEDY CLUB STAGE - NIGHT

The gang are on stage rehearsing Strip Torture. Ben mimes 
putting on gloves.

RICK
Gloves.

Ben pulls his fingers together.

RICK
Mittens! My butt is sore because *
I’m wearing mittens? *

Rick gives a look towards the back of the room to Alex 
manning the booth.

ALEX
What, you said the sentence *
didn’t have to make sense.

TERRI
That is what you said, and it gave 
us enough time that you only took 
off four pairs of mimed underwear. *

RICK
We definitely have to work on the 
timing for that one.

Ben holds up a pair of broken safety goggles.

BEN
We need better safety goggles and 
we agreed no head shots.

TERRI
I was aiming at your waist, but 
you bent over.  If you don’t want 
to get hit in the head stay erect. *

Ben glosses over as Alex walks up. *
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ALEX
That was totally awesome. I can’t 
wait to see the real thing.

RICK
Please tell me you don’t want to 
see me get nearly naked.

ALEX
No. Ewww. But this is way better 
than that longform crap. 

RICK
Thank you. See, we’re totally on 
to something here.

ALEX
Can I join the group? Not for this 
show, obviously, but after that? *

RICK
What? No! You’re what, seventeen? *

ALEX
So. I’ve taken improv classes. *

TERRI
Come on, Rick. He’s so young, and 
fresh, and virginal.

BEN
I’m sure there’s some kind of 
liability issue.

TERRI
He can get a note from his mom. *

ALEX
I can! My mom will sign anything *
to get me out of the house.

RICK
I don’t know.

ALEX
I can take it. Go ahead. Shoot me.

Rick shoots him with the airsoft gun.  Alex YELPS and 
jumps out of frame screaming.

RICK
Maybe.

BLACKOUT.
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